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Abstract: Write your abstract first and then write it again last. Your
abstract should grab your reader’s attention and also tell them what
the paper is about in plain English. Avoid using jargon, undefined
terms, or acronyms in your abstract; if you must, define them. Write
your abstract before your paper in order to structure your thinking and
then rewrite it when you are finished with your paper to make sure it
is tight, clean, and accurately portrays what the paper is about. Include
only what is absolutely necessary. Tell the reader what you set out to
do, what you did, and the results and conclusions. Keep it brief. This
abstract is 121 words long, but yours should not exceed 200 words.
JOST uses the Tufte LATEX document style.
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Introduction to the Journal of Systems Thinking (JoST)

The Journal of Systems Thinking (JoST) (ISSN 2767-3847) is a
rolling, online-only, open-access, free-to-publish, double-blind peer-
reviewed journal dedicated to basic scientific research, innovation,
and public understanding in the areas of Systems Thinking (cognitive
complexity), Systems Mapping (visual complexity), Systems Leadership
(organizational complexity), and Systems Science (ontological complexity).

"A rolling, online-only, open-access, free-to-publish, double-blind peer-
reviewed journal?" Now that is a mouthful. But each one of those
descriptors is an important part of what makes JoST special in an age
where academic publishing is in real need of an innovation reboot.

• rolling: This means papers are published as they are accepted,
thereby increasing the speed of academic publication

• online-only: This means that there’s no print version, decreasing
costs and reducing waste.

• open-access: This means it will be open to ALL people, not behind
expensive firewalls and libraries. Any person in the entire world
can read it.

• free-to-publish: This is a big one. It costs authors nothing to
publish, in an age where journals are charging upwards of 6k−10k
to publish a single paper!
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• double-blind: means that the author and the reviewer are blind to
each other’s identity

• peer-reviewed: this means that the author’s research is scrutinized
by peer experts in the same field.

This list shows JoST is at the cutting-edge of scientific publishing.
But, JoST also sets a vision to be at the cutting-edge of science.

Because Science is Civilization

Science is the best thing we humans have going for us, but
it is not absent of problems. JoST attempts to address some of these
problems by being hybrid style publication that balances:

• A hybrid of quality and speed: JoST will not sacrifice the validity,
fidelity, and veracity of scientific pursuit but it will focus on
developing systems and policies that increase the speed of publication.
We do this through a combination of: rolling, online publication,
utilizing preprints, and streamlining processes.

• A hybrid of quality and accessibility: JoST balances the accessibility
of authors and readers by being open-access (articles are available
free to the general public) and free-to-publish (authors are not
charged for publication), but it also sets a high-bar for quality
and academic integrity. We are committed to removing all access-
barriers to scientific publication, including those that have to do
with readability and relevance.

• A hybrid of heuristic-value and public understanding: JoST
explicitly recognizes the deep ecological cycle between basic
scientific research, innovation and invention, and public understanding.
JoST believes that the general public can and must understand
science in order to support it (financially and in other ways)
and that this requires public engagement, involvement, and
accessibility in science. JoST calls, reviews, edits, and publishes
with both scientists and the widest possible general public audience
in mind. Authors are asked to limit jargon, explain technical
terms, utilize multiple modalities of explanation (written word,
data, images, metaphor, storytelling, structure, summaries, etc.).
JoST requires an abstract, practical implications statement, and
public understanding statement for each of its published articles.

• A hybrid of theory with practice: JoST does not accept the division
between “theory or practice” and is fond of the adage, “there’s
nothing more practical than a good theory.” JoST does not divide

journal of systems thinking



december 13, 2021 jost LATEX template 3

theory and practice in theory or in practice. We accept deeply
theoretical papers that bring together research from many realms
(e.g., literature reviews, type 1 and 2 meta analyses, etc.) as well as
practitioner-style papers (e.g., cases studies, etc.) and experimental
designs. In all cases, the editors and reviewers of JoST will look for
papers that are grounded both theoretically and in practice.

• A hybrid of method-choice with condition of knowledge (aka,
’science’): JoST is singly committed to publishing defensible
scientific work product. At the same time, it defines scientific
work in a scientific way—according to how science actually occurs
in real life. By today’s publishing standards that focus near-solely
on quantitative experimental designs, neither Darwin, Einstein,
nor Goodall, would be published. Thus, JoST uses a framework
that considers appropriate match between chosen methodology
and the current condition of knowledge (see K-MMM paper and
K-MMM Model in Figure 1). This means, for example, that when
knowledge is extremely low about a phenomena, the method of
choice is usually not a controlled, randomized, experiment (if
nothing else because one would scarcely know what to control
for). This means JoST is not a pre-biased ‘quant’ or ‘qual’ or
‘mixed’ journal but instead a scientific journal that seeks submissions
that are not only scientifically valid but methodologically appropriate
to the condition of knowledge about a given phenomena. Thus,
we publish papers with the following methodologies: literature
reviews, observation, case studies, survey methods, quasi-experimental,
modeling, and experimental methods, randomized controlled
designs, type 1 and 2 meta analyses, and theory building.

In other words, JoST holds true to the original ideals of science,
without all the pomp and circumstance of academia. To be published
in JoST, you need to write well, do good research, show evidence for
what you claim, and make it accessible to a common reader.

Topics and Types of JoST Articles

In an effort to increase the speed of academic publishing, JoST
publishes peer-reviewed articles on a rolling basis based on the year
and month of the publication. See the JoST website About section for
an updated list of Topics.

From time to time, JoST sponsors both invited and open-response
Special Issues which may take several forms. See the JoST website
About section for an updated list of Article Types.

• Special interest or topical focus issues: These types of special
issues allow us to zoom into and penetrate in detail a particular
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